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CONCORD looks back in 2016 on 
40 years of service to interfaith  
dialogue in Leeds. Preparations 

for the celebration of what has been 
achieved have been going on for the last 
three years. The Executive Committee 
has arranged a programme of high profile 
special events, details of which can be 
found on our programme. We can look 
forward to hearing from several notable 
speakers, including Dr Shahin Fatheazam, 
a Bahá’í member of Concord since its 
earliest days, who will give the Peter Bell 
Memorial Lecture; Bishop Nick Baines, the 
guest at our AGM, Prudence Jones, the 
liaison officer of the Pagan Federation, and 
Professor Paul Rogers from the Bradford 
University School of Peace Studies.

The first of the two big keynote events 
will be the launch in March of a specially 
commissioned book, A Leeds Interfaith 
Story 1946-2016, produced by a Concord 
team led by the Revd Trevor Bates. This 
substantial  illustrated book will tell the 
story of the emergence and development 
of Leeds as a multi-ethnic interfaith city 
since since the end of World War Two, 
and the role of Concord and a number of 
key people in that development. Copies 
of the book will be on sale. The occasion 
will have contributions from a panel of 
notable people, who will speak and answer 
questions: Rabbi Douglas Charing and 
the Revd Canon Alan Griggs, who were 

both key members of Concord in its first 
decades, Fabian Hamilton MP, who has 
strongly supported our work, and Dr 
Harriet Crabtree, Director of the Inter Faith 
Network for the UK

The other notable keynote occasion will 
be the Launch Event of the Exhibition of 
the astonishing Concord’s Women’s Textile 
Peace-ing  Project, which began in 2013. 
The beautiful peace cloth, rug and banner 
that have been made by the joint effort of 

Happy Birthday, Concord!  
Life begins at 40

Continued on page 2



2

WE at Leeds Faiths Forum, which 
represents nine Faiths in Leeds,  
stand alongside the people of 

Paris at this time and offer our deepest 
sympathy to them, especially those injured 
and bereaved through the extremist attacks 
on Friday.  We are joined by Concord, 
also involving a large number of people 
of different faiths in Leeds, who wish to 
be fully associated with this statement.

We are appalled at Friday’s extremist 
attacks in Paris on innocent people. In their 
cruelty, undiscriminating hate and resort 
to violence rather than dialogue, we see 
these attacks as completely contradicting 
the fundamental humane and moral values 
that are taught by all faiths, including 
Islam.

We particularly stand in solidarity with 
the Muslim community, the vast majority 
of whom wish to work for peace and to 
live by the values of truth, compassion, 
mercy and obedience to God, and who 
have stated publicly their revulsion at 
Friday’s atrocity. As they face increased 
vulnerability and wrestle with these 
stresses in their community, we see them 
as our brothers and sisters and are deeply 
distressed on their behalf.

We perceive ISIS to be seeking their 

at least 110 women will go on display at 
the Museum until December. A souvenir 
booklet will be available.

Then in June we will have another Walk 
of Friendship in Burley and Hyde Park, 
including the Hindu Mandir, Makkah 
Mosque, Wrangthorne Parish Church, 
finishing with food at the Friends’ Meeting 
House where most of our regular meetings 
take place.

Continued from page 1 Plans are being made for an Anniversary 
Dinner in August at a Sikh Gurdwara 
or Hindu Temple. Then in October, at 
the Annual Peace Service we hope to 
announce a new prize competition  for 
young people involving a presentation on 
interfaith activity.

It will be an exciting year, which we 
hope will be a rejuvenating one, attracting 
new members, especially young ones, to 
carry forward the work of Concord into 
the future.

Joint Statement by Leeds Faiths Forum and 
Concord on the Paris Attack

ends by creating a climate of fear and 
fostering division in our society. They 
are fighting a subversive battle within 
our minds and in our community in an 
attempt to create conditions for their 
distorted version of Islam to flourish. We 
believe that the wider community must 
not let itself become fertile ground for 
seeds of division and fear to grow. This 
is what gives urgency to the dialogue and 
cooperation between faiths that so many 
of us are engaged in.
The Rev’d Canon Charles Dobbin MBE, 
Chair, Leeds Faiths Forum 
Dr Simon Phillips, Chair of Concord 
Interfaith Fellowship
16.11.15

“Conflicts, wars, violence and 
injustices open deep wounds 
in humanity that call on us 

to strengthen or commitment 
to peace and justice. Neither 

violence nor death will ever have 
the last word before God.”  

—Pope Francis
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Women Peace-ing Together

by Cynthia 
Dickinson 

CONCORD women’s 
anniversary texti le  
project has come to an 

end—although several of us 
would like to continue with 
the Women Peace-ing Together 
group.

We had our End of Project 
Party at the Friends’ Meeting 
House in Roundhay, where 
we added finishing touches to 
the banner then enjoyed lunch 

together.
S ince  the 

s tar t  o f  the 
project in No-
vember 2013, 
at  least  111 
women have 
t aken  pa r t . 
The r e  have 
been several 
one-off taster 
workshops in 
different ven-
ues around the 
city, followed 
by three series 
of workshops 
which focused 
on producing a 
particular item.

In summer 
2014 we completed the rainbow peace cloth, 
over the winter and into early 2015 we made a 
peace rug, then from late spring to early  winter 
we worked on the anniversary banner. Women 
have been able to drop in and out, come along 
whenever they were able. Some attended for 
techniques that appealed, others came when the 
venue was close by, and quite a few have been 

involved as often as possible.
To see how the project has 

progressed, take a look at the 
Women’s Group section of Concord’s 
website www.concord-leeds.org.uk 

The completed banner, along 
with the peace cloth and rug, will 
be installed in one of the community 
display cabinets in the Leeds Story 
gallery of the City Museum. This 
will be part of an exhibition entitled 
Courage, Conscience and Creativity. 
Other cabinets will have information 
about Conscientious Objectors from 
World War One with stories, photos 
and artefacts provided by Leeds 
Quakers. 

The launch of Courage, Conscience 
and Creativity will be on Sunday June 
26th at 2pm in the Brodrick Hall at 
Leeds City Museum. We hope you 
will come along to hear about the 
projects and see the exhibition.

Meanwhile, Jenny and I are 
working on a booklet about Women 
Peace-ing Together and copies will 
be available at the launch.

Cynthia Dickinson
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THE Annual Inter-Faith Peace Service 
last October took place in the  
Banquet Hall at Leeds Civic Hall 

as usual with an audience of nearly 100 
people representing all of the major 
faiths in Leeds. The event is organised 
By Concord in association with the Leeds 
City Council Peacelink Group, and is 
a civic event in which the Lord Mayor 
takes part. Councillor Judith Chapman, 
the current Lord Mayor, gave a brief 
address about the importance of interfaith 
dialogue and community relations and led 
a thanksgiving prayer.

Sue Owen brought The World Peace 
Flame in its miner’s lamp and briefly 
explained its significance. It was created 
in 1999 as a universal symbol of one flame 
uniting all peoples in the world in peace. It 
is always part of our Peace Service.

Concord has members of nine faiths: 
Baha’i, Brahma Kumari, Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan 
and Sikh. Representatives of each of these 
took part by lighting a candle for peace on 
behalf of their community, and the Lord 
Mayor lit one on behalf of all the people 
of Leeds. Each faith community also 
contributed a reading, and these were an 
interesting a varied range of reflections, 
prayers and passages of scripture.

Four dancers from the South Asian Arts 

UK Kathak Dance Academy performed 
with grace and beauty a dance piece called 
Gurube Namaha, which is a devotional 
dance form performed in Hindu temples 
as an act of worship. Although most of us 
present would not have understood the 
symbolism of every move and gesture, 
the religious devotion expressed was very 
evident. The music and actions overcame 
cultural barriers and united us in a sense 
of our common commitment to Ultimate 
Reality. The contribution of this group was 
much appreciated.

Another notable contribution was that 
of a young Bahá’í music student, Kian 
Samari, who has newly come to Leeds. He 
played guitar and sang two songs, Steve 
Day’s Home Sweet Home and One Planet, 
One People from the Bahá’í  Songbook. Both 
were admirably suited to the occasion in 
their sentiments and were sung not only 
beautifully but movingly, with evident 
conviction. 

Dr Simon Phillips, the Chair of Concord, 
led the service, including several prayers 
said together by the audience, and the 
Brahma Kumaris provided music and 
images before the service to set the tone 
for an act of worship.

The photo below shows all of the 
participants apart from the dancers, and 
also features the beautiful, colourful  cloth 
embroidered by the Women’s Group, 

Peace Service 
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which was first displayed at the 2014 Peace 
Service and this time was used on the table 
for the candles. 

The Peace Service is the best attended 
of all the events that Concord organises, 
and clearly meets a need for people of 

Celebration of Faith

THE assistant community curator of 
Kirkstall Abbey Museum and Visitor 
Centre invited representatives of 

different faiths to take part in a Celebration 
of Faith event on the Saturday before 
Christmas.

The weather was poor (remember all 
that rain?), it was a busy time for most 
people and we hadn’t had much notice, 
but five faiths (Brahma Kumari, Buddhist, 
Christian, Muslim and Pagan) and Concord 
had displays for visitors to browse. There 
were also short meditations, carol singing 
and a call to prayer for visitors to observe 
or join in. While it was a pretty quiet day, 
it was nevertheless very enjoyable - with 
an excellent lunch provided. 

We all hope it will happen again next 
year. (Picture below)          Cynthia Dickinson

different faiths to give expression to their 
desire to share with people of other faiths 
in a common commitment to building of 
harmonious relationships at every level 
from the personal to the international. 
The 2015 service was one of the best we 
have done.
Left: SAA-UK Kathak Dance Academy 
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David Midgley Profile
8th in a series of  interviews 

with interfaith leaders
 in Leeds

 Interviewed by Trevor Bates 14th December 
2015 and amended by David Midgley

DAVID Midgley has been identified 
with the Buddhist world of Leeds 
since soon after coming to live 

here in 1988. He was born in Newcastle-
on-Tyne of parents who were both 
university lecturers in philosophy. It is 
understandable, therefore, that having 
been raised as an atheist in a milieu of 
enquiry and questioning we find David 
going down that same road himself as he 
moved into adulthood.

After his early years at the Royal 
Grammar School, Newcastle, he became 
a scholar at Wigton School (Quaker) in 
Cumbria with its motto of  ‘We seek the 
truth’, and a school badge depicting a 
set of scales representing the fairness 
and tolerance distinctive of the Quaker 
movement. His Sixth Form years were 
then spent at Giggleswick School (Church 
of England) in Settle, where he came under 
the influence of the school chaplain, who 
in Religious Education classes introduced 
him and others to the world of philosophy. 
David was captivated by the 17th century 
philosopher Spinoza and his interpretation 
of the ontological argument, which became 
an ongoing interest for him.

From 1971 to 1976 David was at 
Manchester University, initially 
studying Chemistry, but later 
changing to Mathematics and 
Philosophy and subsequently 
pure  Phi losophy.  Af ter 
graduation he went to New 
College Oxford and there 
gained a BPhil in philosophy. 
In 1979 David then moved to 
York University researching 
for a PhD. He remained in 
York until 1987, during which 
time he did some lecturing in 
Philosophy for the University.

Also whilst at York David 
became involved with the 
CND Peace  Movement , 
particularly after an ‘epiphanic 

experience’ on seeing the film The War 
Game when the Cold War was most active. 
That film convinced him of the urgency 
to do something positive to counter the 
threats of ‘destruction to all life on earth’. 
His research work also enabled him to see 
more clearly the common ground shared 
by Spinoza’s philosophy and Mahayana 
Buddhism. 

His peace activism and Buddhist 
practice came together through working 
with the British Buddhist Peace Fellowship 
(now the Network of Engaged Buddhists), 
of which David was a founder member, 
together with the noted peace and 
environmental activist and Buddhist 
scholar, Joanna Macy.   

David left York in 1987 and spent a year 
working with his brother, who lived near 
Oxford, on a computing project, learning 
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computer skills and programming. His 
intention was to become self-employed as 
a computer consultant. In 1988 on coming 
to Leeds he entered into partnership 
with Döerte Haarhaus (later secretary of 
Concord), a practising Zen Buddhist, and 
they have a son, Tenzin.

On linking up with the Buddhist world 
in Leeds, David’s CND commitment 
brought him into contact with others who 
were keen to start an Engaged Buddhist 
group, part of the movement pioneered 
during the Vietnam war by Thich Nhat 
Hanh. Leeds Network of Engaged 
Buddhists was formed in 1990 and for some 
years published the influential magazine 
of Engaged Buddhism, Interbeing.  David 
also became involved in the Free Tibet 
Movement, founding Leeds Free Tibet 
Group, which organised regular Tibet 
walks and other events.

By 1995 a plan to start the Tibetan 
Buddhist Centre in Leeds emerged, and 
in 1996 David was appointed the first 
director of Jamyang Buddhist Centre, 
Leeds, which upholds the peace-making 
message of Mahayana philosophy and the 
Buddhist practices of the present Dalai 
Lama. During the five years David was 
director, a Buddhist training programme 
was built up in addition to regular sessions 
for meditation. Since ceasing to be director 
in 2001, David has remained a trustee and 
teacher at the Centre.

Over the last fifteen years David has 
given special attention to environmental, 
ecological and sustainability issues. In 
2004 he established a local sustainability 
network, Sustainability Futures Leeds. 
In 2007 a special day of Schumacher 
Lectures was organised at Leeds Town 
Hall focussing on peace, ecology and 
spirituality when Matthew Fox, Karen 
Armstrong and Satish Kumar were the 
principal speakers. Schumacher North 
was founded at that Town Hall event, and 
David became its Programme Director, a 
role which he has held ever since.

As a result of being involved in 

Christian–Buddhist dialogue in 1998 David 
discovered much in common between 
Christian mysticism and Buddhist spiritual 
practices. He finds himself comfortable 
with High Anglican worship and so 
attends St Martin’s Church, Potternewton, 
on a regular basis.

David says it is very difficult to calculate 
the number of Buddhists in Leeds because 
it is such a diverse community. He 
estimates about 50 regular supporters for 
the Jamyang Buddhist Centre; possibly 300 
‘white western’ Buddhists and possibly 
2000 ethnic Buddhists. In addition there 
are many others who are exploring 
Buddhist practices such as Mindfulness. 

David is an active supporter of the 
Leeds Faiths Forum and considers Concord 
an ‘excellent thing’.

Hate Crime

HAVE you been the victim of a hate crime 
motivated by your faith or race? A hate crime 
is any incident where the victim perceives that 

they have been on the receiving end of bullying, online 
abuse, or verbal or physical abuse because of their age, 
disability, race, religion, gender or sexuality. 

Hate crime must not be tolerated. You can report 
hate crime in various ways—to West Yorkshire Police, 
to Stop Hate UK, or via the True Vision website. You 
can also report via ‘third party reporting centres’—these 
are community venues such as libraries or one-stop 
centres, where staff are trained to support victims 
of hate crime.

http://www.stophateuk.org/hate-crime-awareness-
week/

West Yorkshire Police have dedicated Hate 
Crime Co-ordinators who can support you. For more 
information on West Yorkshire Police’s hate crime 
strategy, please see

http://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/hatecrime

The True Vision reporting site can be found at 

http://www.report-it.org.uk/what_is_hate_crime
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ON 17th November, a hardy group 
of Concord members braved the  
cold, wet and wind to enjoy 

an informative talk by our friend Shri 
Niranjan Vakharia at the Mandir in Burley.

Reincarnation is the basis for anything 
in Hindu traditions. It is a compilation of 
strict ideas about practice, evolving over 
millions of years from the Big Bang. One 
evil force and one good force evolved 
and the Vedas have a story of how good 
triumphs over evil. There is only one God, 
but from time to time God comes to save 
mankind. God came in the form of a fish 
initially. There have been so many different 
types of fish over the years. As a result of 
evolution, amphibians then developed as 
the second incarnation. Various types of 
animals developed and then God came 
in the form of a bull, the oldest species 
known to us. Humankind then developed. 
The main advantage of the human species 
were the senses. Man was the species who 
possessed superknowledge. Lord Rai, 
Krishna and then Buddha all displayed 
such knowledge, each reincarnated from 
the other. Shiva is the creator, but also the 
destroyer.

In Hinduism, the woman is held in high 
esteem – without the woman, there is no 
life. When asked why Hindu goddesses 
have many hands, Mr Vakharia explained 
that this is a symbolic gesture of her 
multiple roles over the course of her life. 
Initially, there is a special bond between 
father and daughter. The bond between 
siblings cannot be compared with that 
between father and daughter. This is 
then followed by the bond between the 
woman and her husband – this cannot be 
interchanged with any other bonds. The 
bond is then superseded by that between 
the woman and her children.

We came from nature to go back to 
nature by being cremated into ashes. 
Sometimes if someone does something 
bad, the act will then affect their future 

destiny. If someone does an act which is 
beneficial to mankind in this incarnation, 
they will be rewarded with a good 
incarnation in the next life. Good deeds 
could include integration with other faiths, 
and sacrificing oneself to something good. 
If you do the right thing, you will be 
rewarded. Mr Vakharia gave the example 
of how the swastika is a mirror image 
of good and evil forces in terms of how 
the symbol has been used. Answering 
a question as to how Nazis would have 
been reincarnated, he explained that they 
would have been reincarnated into an 
environment where they are destined to 
experience suffering in some form.

In short, nothing is right and nothing is 
wrong. It is up to the individual to decide 
what is right and what is wrong.

Concord members were then invited 
into the temple to partake of harvest fruits 
and a meal with the community. 

Simon Phillips

Hindu Ethics in Contemporary Society

Usha Bhardwaj, the Hindu representative 
on the Concord Executive, and Shri 

Niranjan Vakharia
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What interfaith seeks to do is to not allow religion to fall back into confrontational modes, into contem-
porary crusades and jihads, rather to move onwards to a new level of interfaith harmony and under-

standing. — Dr Karen Singh

LAST October a unique occasion 
occurred at Garforth Methodist 
Church. Earlier in the year, when 

planning for their autumn ‘outreach’ 
weekend, Garforth Methodists decided to 
invite a group of Sikhs to share their Monday 
Supper evening in a gesture of friendship 
and neighbourliness.

One Sikh family living near Garforth 
Methodist Church belongs to the Guru 
Nanak Gurdwara in Lady Pit Lane, Beeston 
whose leader is the late Harbans Singh 
Sagoo, a good friend of Trevor Bates. So 
an invitation was extended to Harbans  
and other members of his congregation, 
including the Garforth family, to share the 
October Supper evening. They responded 
most positively.

Because suppers are always prepared on 
the premises it was felt wise for Garforth 
Methodist catering staff to consult with 
Sikh friends to plan the menu for the meal. 
On the evening there was a total gathering 
of 32 people, ten of whom were of the 
Sikh community. If the Sikh visitors were 
apprehensive about what to expect, so were 
the Methodist folk! However, it proved to be 
a most memorable and enjoyable evening 
with plenty of chat and laughter over the 
meal.

At the end of the meal Harbans Singh 
Sagoo gave a video presentation of some 
of the activities of their congregation. This 
was followed with a question and answer 
session when Harbans was most generous 
with his answers. Things went so well it was 
difficult to bring the evening to a close and 
to say farewell, but not without the promise 
of a return visit to Lady Pit Lane by Garforth 
Methodists in 2016.

Trevor Bates

Garforth Methodists 
Host Sikh Guests

THE theme for this year’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight is the BIG FAIRTRADE 
BREAKFAST, the idea being for as 

many people as possible to serve up tea, 
coffee, orange juice, muesli, sugar, fresh 
fruit, dried fruit, muffins, chocolate—all 
Fairtrade, of course—that will not only 
help farmers in developing countries but 
also raise awareness about Fairtrade here 
in the UK. 

“Before you finish eating breakfast in 
the morning you’ve depended on more 
than half the world,” said Martin Luther 
King Jr in a Christmas sermon on peacein 
1967. And still the people who grow the 
food, whom  we take for granted, cannot 
always feed their own families.

The Leeds Fairtrade steering group is 
going for Faith in Fairtrade Breakfast by 
inviting a Bishop, a Rabbi and an Imam. 
Why does everyone think it sounds like 
the start of a joke?!  We are also inviting 
people from other faiths to come along 
and have breakfast together in a public 
space.

The date is Thursday March 3rd, the 
place is Leeds Merrion Centre, the time 
is 10.00 am. Do come and join us!

And why not organise one of your 
own? Some time during Fairtrade 
Fortnight, open up your place of worship 
for a Big Fairtrade Breakfast—and it can 
be any time of day. The All Day Breakfast 
is very popular!

For information, guidance and 
resources go to www.fairtrade.org.uk 

Cynthia Dickinson

Fairtrade Fortnight 
February 29 to March 13
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MITZVAH DAY, the Jewish 
community-led day of social 
action, took place on Sunday 

22nd November. Activities comprised 
‘Knitters and Natters’, knitting for soldiers 
and their families in Israel; a food bank 
collection for refugees at The Zone Youth 
Centre; collection for the North Leeds 
Kosher Food Bank; brunches at various 
homes for people with learning disabilities; 
and an interfaith litter-picking event in 
Harehills aligned to Leeds City Council’s 
‘Keep Harehills Tidy’ campaign. The 
latter had initially been conceived at a 
Near Neighbours interfaith meal earlier 
in the year.

Concord members participated in both 
the food bank collection at The Zone and 
the litter-picking event. I co-ordinated 
the latter activity on a somewhat wet and 
windy morning, supported by members 
of the Council and local PCSOs, and with 
members of the Christian, Jewish and 
Muslim communities of all ages. Residents 
were friendly and asked what we were 
doing. One woman said that her street is 
really bad and people don’t seem to care 
about leaving litter.  I was a bit shocked 

Mitzvah Day Report that people had litter in their own gardens. 
I found a dead rat as well! 

Thanks to Dave Bratton, chargehand 
from the Local Area Team, for supplying 
all the equipment and for taking photos of 
the group and to the local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team. Thanks also to members of 
the ‘Keep Harehills Tidy’ Steering Group.

Without doubt, there’s certainly mileage 
in making the interfaith clean-up a regular 
thing through faith leaders in Harehills 
and beyond promoting environmental 
issues to local communities.

Simon Phillips

The National Interfaith Week took 
place between 15th and 21st 
November 2015, with  a range of 

activities taking place throughout the day 
and in the evenings. As in previous years, 
the ‘flagship’ events were those organised 
around Leeds City Centre, providing the 
opportunity to showcase the spectrum of 
faiths around the city to a mass audience.

Tuesday 17th saw an event from 11am-
2pm, sharing food from different faiths 
outside the Trinity Centre, next to Holy 
Trinity Church on Boar Lane, co-ordinated 
by Leeds Faiths Forum. The evening saw 

Interfaith Week Concord’s Ethics in Public Life series 
take place at the Hindu Mandir, with an 
enlightening talk from Mr Vakharia (see 
page 8).

On Wednesday 18th, the North Leeds 
Faiths Group held a presentation on 
“Refugees – opportunity or threat?” at 
the Baab ul Ilm Muslim Centre, Shadwell 
Lane. 

The main Interfaith Week event was 
the all-day Inter Faith Exhibition in the 
Merrion Centre on the 19th, with Concord 
represented alongside Leeds Faiths Forum 
and individual faiths.

Mitzvah Day on Sunday 22nd rounded 
off Interfaith Week.
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Harbans Singh 
Sagoo (1941-2016)

faith communities across the world.

I knew Harbans in Leeds Faiths Forum. 
He was Chair before me, a giant to 
follow. A giant because he had developed 
the relationship with the City Council 
through the Equalities Assembly with 
which he worked tirelessly, and also 
with Voluntary Action Leeds. But above 
all he was a giant because he was a man 
of shining integrity, goodness, interest 
and love. His faith and love were a light; 
they were water in a thirsty land.

He was the person who had the idea 
for the current Faith and Public Health 
Network being set up by Leeds Faiths 
Forum along with the Leeds University 
and the Director of Public Health, 
whereby health professionals can come to 

faith communities and give 
information about health 
issues in a context where 
people feel safe. That 
was the beginning. A few 
weeks ago I visited Harbans 
here at the Gurdwara to 
discuss how things could 
go forward. He had invited 
people who work in the 
community in Chapeltown. 
They argued how local 
communities and faith 
groups could work from 
the bottom to effect much 
health care, information 
and preventative care. 
Harbans had a vision for 
people being enabled. That 

meeting has transformed the way we are 
moving forward with the health project.

Harbans’ imagination was endless. So 
were his contacts. Was there anyone 
whom Harbans, through friends and 
relations, did not know? Perhaps it was 
understandable that we just happened 
to have the use and full cooperation of 
Leeds Met (as it was then) for the inter 
faith environment conference. But when 
I told him that I was going to India to lead 
a Retreat, and would like to visit Amritsar 
while I was there, he introduced me to 
the man in charge of the restoration of 
the Golden Temple to have a personal 
guide to what was going on and being 
achieved.                    Continued overleaf

WE regret to have to report 
the death in January of  
Harbans Singh Sagoo, one of 

the most outstanding leaders of interfaith 
dialogue in Leeds and a good friend 
to Concord. At his funeral on the 13th 
January Canon Charles Dobbin, Chair 
of the Leeds Faiths Forum, gave the 
following address:

I am honoured to be asked to speak 
today about Harbans, a noble man of 
immense stature, a man whose faith 
inspired and shone through all he did.

In 1973 Harbans with 
his family left Nairobi 
and his work in air 
traffic control to start a 
new life in Leeds. But 
more than succeeding 
in this, he went on 
to become a major 
influence for good, 
and a major influence 
in creating the degree 
o f  unde r s t and ing 
between faiths that 
exists here today.

He has  to ld  me 
himself how criticism 
and mockery of Sikh 
customs and dress 
impelled him to speak about Sikhism in 
schools, and meet hostile reaction with 
truth, courtesy and information. He won 
the day. This characterised his many 
appearances in schools, organizations, 
inter faith Question Time sessions with 
VI Formers and other places.

Harbans worked tirelessly in inter 
faith dialogue and cooperation, being 
a member of Concord until 1982. 
This work, primarily of dialogue, was 
complemented by his involvement 
of Leeds Faiths Forum working more 
with the Council, and then in the very 
effective Yorkshire and Humber Faiths 
Forum. Along with this came inter 
faith work on an international scale, 
involving meetings with the heads of 
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FEBRUARY 
2   Candlemas - Presentation of Christ in 

the Temple  Christian 
  Imbolc Pagan 
8   Chinese New Year 
   Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist 
10 Ash Wednesday  Christian 
12 Vasant Panshami  Hindu
15 Nirvana Day Buddhist, Jain 
26 Intercalary Days begin Bahá’í
MARCH 
1   St. David of Wales  Christian 
  Intercalary Days end  Bahá’í
2 - 20    Nineteen Day Fast  Bahá’í
8   Maha Shivaratri  Hindu
17 St Patrick’s Day  Christian 
20  Equinox  -  Ostara  Pagan 
  Palm Sunday  Christian
21 Naw-Rúz (New Year)  Bahá’í
23  Holi  Hindu
  Magha Puja Day  Buddhist

24   Purim  Jewish 
  Maundy Thursday  Christian
  Hola Mohalla  Sikh
25  Good Friday  Christian 
  Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary Catholic Christian
27 Easter Christian 
30 Mahavir Jayanti   Jain

APRIL
8 Hindu New Year  Hindu
8-15 Ramayana  Hindu
14 Baisakhi (Vaisakhi)  Sikh 
15 Ramanavami  Hindu
21 First Day of Ridvan  Bahá’í
22 Hanuman Jayanti Hindu
22-23 Theravadin New Year  Buddhist 
23-30 Pesach (Passover)  Jewish 
23 St. George’s Day  Christian 
29 Ninth Day of Ridvan  Bahá’í

30 Mahavir Jayanti Jain

Harbans Singh Sagoo - continued 
Harbans’ thought could reach high, but 

he could get his hands dirty. After the 
Environment conference we put talk into 
practice by taking part in a Clean Up 
project with Groundworks in various 
parts of Leeds. Harbans led the way in 
high viz jacket with bin bag and saw in 
hand. And no personal visit to Harbans’ 
home was complete without a visit to 
the garden and explanation about the 
way he was developing it, the fruit  
trees representing family members, the 
vegetable garden that was his passion.

So what does all this say?
Harbans had a continuing burning 

interest in what helps the community.

He had his maker’s love of Creation
He was humble and loving head of a 

family
He had Faith that turns ambition to 

succeed, into the power 
to shape the community for good,
to enable  people to take responsibility 

for their own lives and communities.
He had Faith that drew people to God 

from whichever tradition they may have 
started,

Faith that was so transparent to God 
that he became the means of God being 
present among us.
An interview with interview by Trevor 
Bates was published in the January 2014 
Newsletter, which is on our website.

Calendar of Festivals  -  Spring 2016
Baha’i, Jewish and Pagan festivals usually begin on the evening before the given date.


